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MAIN FEATURES 


This month has seen the inclusion of data from the 
economy wide survey of business expectations. The 
survey sampled 3 000 Australian businesses of ail sizes. 
The estimates show short and medium-term expectations 
relating to business sales for the December quarter of 
1993 and the March, September and December quarters of 
1994 (see table 1). For example, short-term expectations 
compares the March quarter of 1994 to the December 
quarter of 1993 and medium-term expectations compzres 
the December quarter of 1994 to the December quarter of 
1993. 


_ Other indicators in this issue show that some sectors of 
the ACT economy continue to show quite strong growth. 
Notable increases have occurred in the following series: 


@ The number of building approvals for new 
dwelling units increased by 12.8 per cent in 
December 1993 from the previous month. 


© Trend employment in December 1993 increased 
onty slightly (0.4%) from the previous month but 
showed quite strong growth (2.3%) from the same 
period last year. 


® Tn original terms, labour force participation rates im 
the ACT showed steady growth from the previous 


month with an increase of 2.3 percentage points to 
75.1 per cent in December 1993, The total number 
of persons employed also grew in December 1993 
by 1.9 per cent to 163 800. 


Other notable movements include: 


® Trend motor vehicle registrations fell from the 

previous month with December 1993 showing a 

2.0 per cent decline to 943. Nationally, trend new 

_ motor vehicle registrations showed a growth of 
0.2 per cent. 


# The 1.5 per cent decline in trend number of 
persons unemployed for December 1993 for the 
ACT compared favourably to the national decline 
of 0.2 per cent. The decline in trend 
unemployment rates for the ACT and Australia 
were slightly closer with declines of 1.3 percentage 
points and 0.9 percentage points respectively. 


® Working days lost per thousand empioyees in the 
ACT were much lower than that for Australia. In 
October 1993 the ACT lost 81 days per thousand 
employees compared to the national figure of 206 
days per thousand employees. 


TABLE 1: AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, 
MARCH QUARTER 154/DECEMBER QUARTER i994 
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


Austratian 
Capital 
Period Territory Australia 
Shert-term 
December [993 10 3.6 
March 1994 -O.4 -14 
Medium-term 
. September 1994 - Ls 2.9 


December 1994 2.8 3.) 


DALMA JACOBS 
Statistician Australian Capital Territory 


efor further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 


INQUIRIES 
unpublished statistics contact Nicole Lowrey on Canberra (06) 207 0325 or any ABS State office. 


*for information about other ABS Statistics and services please contact Information Services on 
Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 3402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office. 


SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 
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TABLE 2: AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JANUARY 1994 


Australian Capital Territery 


Australia 


Change from Change from 
previous same period 


Latest perlod previens year 
Indicator Unit Figure (%) (9) 
Average weekly earnings, August 93 
Original series 
Mates $ 699.80 OF 1.7 
Females $ 472.30 -22 77 
Total persons $ 570.60 -i5 3.7 
Trend series 
Males By 673.90 0.5 22 
Females $ 483.10 i.4 79 
Total persons $ 578.70 10 44 
Building approvals, December 93 
Dwelling units Te. 265 12.8 12.8 
Value of new residential $m 23.8 3.0 -2.4 
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 2.7 - 4578 —_ 
Value of non-residential tm 17.1 317.1 256.3 
Value of total building Sn 436 30} 36.3 
Building commencements, September quarter 93 
New houses Ti £06 5.2 - 14.3 
Value of houses commenced $m 65.4 2.0 -84 
Value of non-residential building commenced $in 63.3 - 2.6 429 
Hotels, motels and guest house 
accommodaiion, September quarter 53 
Room occupancy rale(a) Th 62.2 7.2 13.9 
Bed occupancy rate(a) % 35.3 6.0 7.4 
Takings from accommodation $000 16 621 4.6 16.0 
Housing finance, November 93 
Secured commitments to individuals for 
Construction of dwellings $m 12 18.8 33.3 
Purchase of new dwellings $m 16.7 -2.9 16.8 
Purchase of established dwellings $m 73.2 20.6 36,3 
Total new housing conuninments Sm 702.0 15,9 325 
Industrial disputes in progress, October 93 
Working days fost “Dao B.9 — 100.0 —_ 
Days lost per ‘000 employees (year ended September 93} no. 1 440.0 305.0 
Labour force, December 93p 
Toh vacancies (August 93) ‘O00 04 33.3 20.0 
Onginal series 
Employed “OG0 163.8 19 24 
Unemployed “OH 12.5 13.6 12.6 
Unemployment rate(a) ip 7 10.9 9.2 
Participation rate(a) % 75.1 2.3 0.3 
Trend series 
Employed ‘O00 165.8 04 2.3 
Unemployed “O00 12.9 -L5 5.7? 
Unemployment rate(a) fo 7.4 -1.3 2.8 
Participation rate(a} Se 744 — —0.3 
New motor vehicle registrations, December 93p 
Motor vehicles (original) no. 955 -45.9 19 
Motor vehicles (trend) no. 943 -—2.0 6.7 
Population, June quarter 93 OH) 298.9 0.2 1.6 
Natural increase 10. 855 -9.9 29.0 
Net migration no. = 299 — 116.0 — 167.5 
Total increase HO. S56 - 82 - 497 
Prices, December quarter 93 
Consumer Price Index, Ail groups (1989. $0= 100.0) 111.3 03 2.1 
Kstablished house price index . (1989-90= 100.0) 133.4 -0.3 o4 
Price index of house building materials (1985-86= 100.0) 149.8 0.3 0.9 
Retail turnover, December 93 
Original series 
.. Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists am 60.5 14.6 iL6 
Department and general stores im 43.4 80.8 3.3 
Hotels, liquor stores, licensed clubs $m 12.4 - 3.9 -— 453 
All other stores $m 116.2 43.3 14.5 
Tital Sm 252.5 36.7 Hit 
Trend series 
Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists $m 52.9 1 a2 
Department and general stores $m 225 — — 
Hotets, liquor stores, licensed clubs $m 11.5 —34 0.9 
All other stores $m 82.8 22 8.4 
Total Sen 169.7 if 6.6 
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For footnotes see end of table. 
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TABLE 2: AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, JANUARY 1994 — continued 


Australian Capital Territary Australia 
Chavige from Change from Change from Change from 
previous same period previous — settie period 
Latest period previour year Latest period previntes vea- 
findicator Umit figure {%) (%) figure (%) {%, 
State accounts, September quarter 93 
Original scries 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2179 -0.5 -2.8 12 157 19 4.1 
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices $m 2 830 -6.2 ~ H.2 94 303 - O08 2.6 
Private. final consumption expenditure $m 1 342 48 74 63 946 27 3.9 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure and components Sm 269 -2.9 1.5 15 369 2.0 1h.7 
Trend series 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2212 1.0 2.5 103 433 1.3 47 
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices $m 2 R71 ~O3 19 94 425 0a 24 
Private final consumption expenditure $m } 323 1.3 6.8 63 814 1.0 4.0 
Private gross fixed capilal expenditure and components $m 260 -22 -7.3 14 939 il 3.1 


Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, $242.0, 5609.0, 6203.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6403.0, 6408.0, 8501.0, 8635.0, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9301.0, 9303.0. 
Figures in the above table are either preliminary, final, or revisions to previonsly published figares. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information Services 


if the status of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication: p — preliminary data. 
(a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. 
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